
TH 13 Port of Savage   

Truck Access Study 



TH 13 Corridor Overview 

 Principal Arterial - 
Connects two key river 
crossings serving 
northern Scott County 
(US 169, I-35W) 

 High commuter traffic 

 Large percentage of 
heavy truck usage due 
to Ports of Savage    
(7 terminals) and 
railroad access 



2017 Study Purpose 

 Develop a long-term concept for Dakota/Yosemite 

Avenue intersections 

 

 Continue recent efforts to address safety, access, 

and mobility 

 

 Evaluate improvements that benefit freight 

 

 Position project for State and Federal funding  



2017 Study Stakeholders 

 City of Savage 

 Scott County 

 MnDOT  
 Metro District 

 Freight 

 Rail Offices 

 Railroad Agencies  
 Union Pacific 

 Canadian Pacific 

 Twin Cities & Western 

 Ports Business Representatives 

 Property Owners 
 

Study funded by City of 

Savage, Scott County, 

and grant from the 

Scott County CDA 
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TH 13 Recent Investments 
 TH13/101 Interchange 

 CSAH 5 (Dakota Co.) Interchange 

 Quentin Ave and Lynn Ave Signals and Intersection Improvements 

 South Frontage Road 

 Mill and Overlay and Acceleration/Turn Lane Extensions (2017) 

 



Ports of Savage Railroads 

Union Pacific 

Mainline: 

6 through trains and 

2 switching trains per 

day 
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Ports of Savage Freight Flows   
(corn, beans, wheat, minerals) 
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MN River Port Tonnages 



Freight Mode Cargo Capacities 

Source:  Iowa DOT 



2016 Design Charrette…   
 MnDOT, City of Savage, Scott County, TH 13 businesses participated 

 9 design concepts developed ranging from low to high cost solutions  

 MnDOT, City of Savage and Scott County selected 4 of the 9 design 

concepts for detailed design and feasibility analysis 



Concept A:  Dakota Avenue and Railroad 

Overpass  

Estimated Cost  :  $45 to $53 million 

Ports of Savage 

Industrial Uses 

Existing 

Railroad 

Bridge 

• Diamond Interchange at Dakota Ave. 

 

• TH 13 Realigned to the South 

 

• UP Railroad Realignment & Bridge 

 

• New North Frontage Road 
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Concept B:  Dakota Avenue Underpass 

Estimated Cost  :  $25 to $30 million 

• Bridge under TH 13 at Dakota Ave.  

 

• TH 13 Realigned to the South 

 

• New North Frontage Road 

 

• Access is via Yosemite Ave. 
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Estimated Cost  :  $27 to $32 million 

• Same as Concept B EXCEPT: 

 

• North Frontage Road Extends 

Under TH 13 Railroad Bridge 

 

• Improved WB Ramp at Vernon Ave 

 

• Extended EB Acceleration Lane at 

Yosemite Ave 
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Concept B1:  Dakota Avenue Underpass 
Extended Under Railroad Bridge 



Concept B1:  Dakota Avenue Underpass 
Extended Under Railroad Bridge 









Concept C:  Dakota Avenue Underpass 
and Eastbound On/Off Ramps 

Estimated Cost  :  $30 to $35 million 
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Ports of Savage 

Industrial Uses 

Existing 

Railroad 

Bridge 

• Interchange at Dakota Ave. 

 

• TH 13 Realigned to the South  

 

• Signalized Ramp Terminals 

 

• New North Frontage Road 



Concept D:  Overpass Between Dakota 

Avenue and Yosemite Avenue 

Estimated Cost  :  $32 to $37 million 

• Bridge over TH 13  

 

• TH 13 Realigned to the South 

 

• New North Frontage Road 

 

• Frontage Roads Elevated to Bridge 
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Evaluation Considerations 

Criteria/Performance Measure 
Overall TH 13 Mobility/Forecasted  TH 13 LOS & Railroad Grade Separation 

 
Local Travel Time/Average Minutes Per Vehicle 

 
Safety/Crash Reduction/Reduction of At-Grade Access 

 
Construction and Right-of-Way Costs/Order of Magnitude Costs 

 
Freight Mobility/Route Directness, Turns, Acceleration/Deceleration 

 
Railroad Crossing Benefits/Safety and Traffic Benefits 

 
Environmental/Historical/Drainage/Degree to Which Impacts are Minimized 

 
Transit Benefits/Functionality of Transit Only Bus Shoulder 

 
Freight Funding Potential/Overall Significance of Freight Improvements 



Evaluation Summary 



Order of Magnitude 

Comparison  

 

 All concepts provided significant improvement compared to “do-nothing”  

 

 Concepts A, B, B1 and C all performed well, but had different pros and cons 

 

 Concept D was least preferred because it had the most indirect access  

 

 



Funding and Implementation 



MN Freight  Investment Plan 
Critical Urban and Rural Freight Corridors 

$99.55 Million Programmed: FY 2019 – FY 2022 



Next Steps: 

• Continued Collaboration between Agencies 

• Additional Funding 

• Corridors of Commerce Funding? 

• Met Council Federal Project Solicitation? 

• Scott County Transportation Sales Tax? 

• MnDOT Funding? 

• Preliminary Design/Corridor Analysis  

• Summer 2018 

• Construction (2022)! 

 

 

 


